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Abstract:

Recently, Diaspora and Diaspora literature have been at the centre of d:scussw,n in conten‘:pom,-y
literary scenario. Diaspora possesses its own dynamic  structures and synt 'ZS’S' growth anq
formulations, expression and expansion. In the postmodern conte:tt, .the term has a_Ssumed and
acquired a variety of views and connotations. Because of globalization and' capttal{sm, Indians
migrated to various countries. India is a country having the second largest D’_"SPOM "y the entire
world Estimated over 25 million overseas Indian community is the strongest side of Indian culture

and heritage. Diaspora or expalriate writing occupies a prominent place in a ?ounliy s literary
ber of overseas Indians, who poured

traditions. Fiji, the island country also possesses a large num /
their blood to build their identity. This paper focuses on the traumas and struggles of the Indians in
Fiji. Satendra Nandan, the poet and politician, captures the Indian sentiment in his poetry and novel.
[Key words: Diaspora literature, Transnationalism, Indo-Fijians, Identity, Exile, trauma, race]

Introduction:

In recent times, the word Diaspora has been used to categorize peoples and communities existing or
ever expanding away from their country of origin. Diaspora possesses its own dynamic structures and
synthesis, growth and formulations, expression and expansion. In the postmodern context, the term
has assumed and acquired a variety of views and connotations. Nowadays, the term emerged as a new
discipline of transnational studies, providing new subjects of inquiry and implications. These
communities emerged and evolved as a global power, making numerous success stories in their
respective countries; are now a vital and regenerating force of a country. Nowadays, diasporic studies
and communities have become an integral part of human civilization. In this very context, the word
suggests situations in which a large number of caste and communities shares one common aspect of
national, religious, or ethnic identity, despite their existence as a distinct minority living in a host
society or country. Diaspora, the word also applicable to those dislocated group of people who cut off
from their motherland or geographical centre of origin and relocated in one or more nation states or
countries. It represents people of ethnic population forced or induced to leave their original ethnic
abode/ homelands; being dispersed throughout the other parts of the world and the resultant

developments in their dispersed state and culture.

Diaspora: The Term Defined:

The word Diaspora is originated from the Greek term, ‘diaspeiro’. The word is a combination of two
different words. ‘dia’ which means ‘between’, ‘through’, or ‘across’, and speiro means to sow, scatter.
Historically, the word Diaspora was first used by the Greeks for the citizens of the Greece, who
“migrated and settled in the newly conquered territory. But this changed its original meaning when
The Old Testament was translated into the Greek language and it began to refer particularly to the
Greek-speaking Jewish population exiled first from the Judea in 586 B.C. by the Babylonians and then
from 136 A.D. by the Romans,”" In Sociology of Diaspora: A Reader, the word explained as:
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Greek word dia (through or over) and speiro (dispersal or sow) originally
tod Wi | of the Jewish people in 6th century B.C. The word ‘diaspora’ over the
Lk ning beyond the original connotations of violence, catastrophe,

. expanded mead

f uired a more €XP .

years “_Cq loss, exile, and returm Ordinary usage of the word today would include reference to a

alienation, 10ss, © | 5 e et
voluntary or involuntary migration, and a sense of separateness and

common ancestral homeland, ?

marginality in the country of residence.

Diaspora 18 derived from the
Iy the dispersa

y, the word became associated completely with the Jewish history. As a sociological and
4

retical ideology diaspora has 118 roots in ancient Jewish exodus. Thus, the word is related strongly

1 ) ‘ . ;

th?;: the Greek speaking Jewish people 1n reference to their exile and expulsion from the holy land
1 = "

. n. Thus, we can say that the word itself was first become prevalent to suggest

d consequent dispersio .
uﬂ?c lmum:nc expenence and subjugation of the Jews who were rendered homeless especially after the
historical Babylonian conquests.

Subsequent]

of the world 1s full of such events of mass migration, expulsion and exile. Nowadays,
ajor historical movements Or displacements, many of them involuntary such as
ks in the 20" century and Africans by Europeans

Armenian people by the Tur
during 400 years of Slave Trade. In modern times, the same word can be applied to the displaced,
dislocated, people who have been uprooted or exiled from their homeland due to variety of reasons.

“Other dispersions of populations may also be called diasporas, even if the migrations were to some
extent voluntary as in the case of Chinese diaspora.’*’ The word with capitalization is used for the
migration of the Jewish people while the same word without capitalization refers the migration

process of other ethnic groups and communities. The Online Encyclopedia of Britannica defines:

The history
diaspora refers 0 the m

forced expulsion of the

wish communities scattered in exile outside Palestine or present day
to the physical dispersal of Jews throughout the world, it also carries
1, and eschatological connotations."

Diaspora, the word suggests Je
Israel. Although the term refers
religious, philosophical, politica

According to Tololyan, the term Diaspora also includes people who left their land for variety of
reasons. Stressing the classical and traditional aspect of Diaspora, Khachig Tololyan writes that the

term diaspora, “was understood as a social formation engendered by catastrophic violence or, at the
followed by settlement in other countries and

very least, by coerced expulsion from a homeland,
val as a distinct community

among alien host societies, and crucially, crapped by generations of survi
that worked hard to maintain its old identity or to create new ones that sustained its difference from

the host sociely,"s

There are ample examples in our ancient scriptures and chronicles that Sufis, sages and monks have
expressed their diasporic conditions in religious songs, dohas and Pada. In the Great Indian traditional
epics, The Ramayana and The Mahabharata, the major characters face the experiences of exile,
struggle and suffering. Rama, the prince of Ayodhya with his wife, Sita and Brother, Laxman had to
spend 14 years of his life in exile, while the Pandvas had to suffer exile for 13 years. So, Diaspora
involves personal feelings where the person feels loss of home, and identity.

Indians in Fiji:

lll‘::[:;gﬁ:::"‘“:f "/‘\'ffir iflmn‘lfrom Indig (o many distant plantations and colonies was introduced due t.o
Arthur Hamilton (rolr’j::5 TVL 'lrn_d : ln’ e I“. 1874, when HlliGECaIo Bpitil Crow.n COIOHYT..S s
By, Thealoce th 'J' 5 [I‘N (J.OVCI'IIOI' implemented the growing of sugar 10 enn_ch_lhe Fijian

. , he invited Colonial Sugar Refining Company [CSR] from Australia in 1882 (0
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i o d to protect their culture and 'mdllIlqt;?’ciop;:?tzt::f:tl;:;‘:aw”ling t
Fiji. But indigenous F'J‘“"‘s il revent themselves from co onia In S ¢ Comy,
ikl P‘:: 'ﬂ“lm‘; Im‘ltdnﬂtll:l; :1)0"““0" SulniLs mldl“ h;[ﬂ:;:ltlcl)j? : Indian [ndc:\llt:lrzs‘ ' had
“11 wdon had bee S itfulness
1:‘ :tlz;‘:-:sf:lmt:rirugm( of the Indian labourers ﬂl\: olll:‘-thgnf?i;i‘s sugar cane P'ﬂmﬂliOHS.
o, be decided o = e lhr S::](:nli?c::mGordon turned to India fo.r a Ch;dp ﬂ.l'l(] relighj,
labour was cheap, eflective, and casily Leonidas a ship landed at Levuka in Fiji ringing .the firy
source of labour and “on 15 May 1879, the Lec ian labourers came under an agreement, which, th
shipload of 463 labourers from India.”™® These Indian a.GirmitiYaS'. The ‘girmit’ or ‘agfeemcnl‘ |
called *girmit* and those who 3 2Bz cted to work and perform Varioyg laskg I‘
for five years, during which a girmitiya would have expe
related to Sugar cane and agniculture.

Sys|

The lnd];m

They would returmn to In

dia after the end of their agreement at their own xbensellocial the
Government's expense if

- |
he or she complete another five years of work. When the- .I'ndtan I“‘jieﬂture
S¥slem ceased, some 60,963 men, women, and children had been transported to the Fiji Islands.

Literature ol Indo-Fijian Dias
contemporary literature. The In
poctry, fiction, essays,
rapid increase of wri
emphasize a sense of
Indians have

pora: The history of Indo-Fijian literature is a ne?v phen.omenon iI_‘ the
do-Fijian literature is around forty years old, “fh‘Ch_ mainly constitute
and short stories. When Fiji became an independent nation, it gave birth tq the
tten literature. Dislocation and displacement has forced these writers to

ir writings. In this Sense, we can say thyt

The third generation or d
their anguished ancestors, e
to their rebellious spirit, the
group of writers, who are {
India, they not only

through words. Some NEW generation diasporic writ

ancestors, making it as the central narrative of their works. The great writers who expressed the deaths
and lives of their forgotten fathers are; Totaram Sanadhya, Subramani, Sudesh Mishra, Raymond
Pillai, Dr. Vijay Mishra, Dy, Satendra Nandan, Ahmed Ali, Brj; Lal, Prof.Vijay Naidu. The Indo-
Fijian literature is ful] of varieties; short stories, essays, novel, and poems were written in plenty by :
the prominent Indo-Fjian Writers, using English or Fiji Hindi a5 their medium. Exile, nostalgia, ‘“’d j
Iwice-banishment gre the genera| the ' thes i r-Viajy Mishra uses the phrase, ‘Giml.“

10 suggest the expres istories by the Indo-Fijian writers. In this
“"'\;' the term g 8 of Indo-F ijlan writers of their indenturé
pas
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ers effectively expressed the tragedies of their

ideology

d descriptions of the h
irmit ideology SUEBESLS the ge
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I writers make |
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called an epoch-making event in the history of the Indo-Fijian literature. The struggle for expression
in Fiji produced many notable Indian writers. Dr. Vijay Mishra, Dr. Satendra Nandan, Subramant, Dr
Brij.V. Lal, Ahemad Ali, Vijay Naidu, Sudesh Mishra and Raymond Pillai are the best known and
established wnters of Fiji. Kamlesh Sharma, Mohit Prasad, Kavita Nandan, Anurag Subramani,
Shalini Akil, Sunil Bhan and Satish Rai are among the emerging writers of Flji.

Three predominant writers Raymond Pillai, Subramani and Satendra Nandan can be called three
pillars of Indo-Fijian diasporic literature. Raymond Pillai and Subramani’s short stories in English can
be considered the first published works in Fiji, in early 1970s. These writers not only provided the
theme of exile and suffering but also gave voice to the exilic experiences of the Indians. They also

realistically presented the contemporary Fijian political and social life. In this sense, they can be called
the moral monitors of the age.

Dr. Satendra Nandan: The Poet and The Politician: Dr. Satendra Nandan is one of the writers of
Indo-Fijian literature. His contribution includes novel, poetry, critical essays, and articles. He is twice
uprooted Indian diasporic writer of girmitiya origin. He always provides great works, narrating themes
of double migration and exile. He, through his magnificent works wants to thematize the basic
problems of race, culture, identity, and exile in Indo-Fijian community. Satendra Nandan’s poetical
and prose works give voice to the predicamental state of nationless Indo-Fijian Diaspora. Dr. Satendra
Nandan’s works proved milestone in the history of Indo-Fijian literature. His prose as well as poems
demands and raises questions of identity and status for the Indo-Fijians. Nandan’s writing becomes a
veritable symbol for the expression of the travails and trammels that people of Indian diaspora faced
in Fiji. According to Vijendra kumar:

Nandan is a literary genius and master wordsmith. He writes with great passion and his powerful
language is capable of moving one’s soul. He is able to connect with the reader with the ease of a
magician. The elegance of his language and the serenity of his thoughts are captivating.’ His prose as
well as poetry is the cries for the restoration, recognition, and reestablishment of the equality and
justice of the Indo-Fijian Diaspora.

Dr. Satendra Nandan develops an abiding interest in the humanism and equality of races that assumes a powerful
cogency and centrality in his works. Nandan’s conviction in the Indian view and way of life doesn’t veer in the
vicissitudes of his life. From the very beginning of his career, Nandan had been a firm voice of Indian-Fijian
equality in Fiji. [n Nandan’s formative years, he extensively read Naipaul, Rushdie, Patrick White whose
diasporic writing not only shaped his diasporic consciousness but also from whom he is reported to have drawn
his magnificent creative and artistic vision. Nandan’s woks and his life are so intermingled at every point that it
becomes difficult to by-pass this haunting strain. A repeated sequence of influences of both Indians and Fijian
way of life and wntings of major diasporic writers transformed Nandan into a formidable and conspicuous voice

of Indo-Fijian diaspora and its literature.

Satendra Nandan’s novel The Wounded Sea is colossal work based on the writer’s consciousness of
past history. It was published in the year 1991, The novel is a masterpiece and captures the truthful
account of the coup and its consequences. The enigmatic nature of Fiji politics and resultant social-
political crisis gets reflected in this novel. The Wounded Sea also can be judged as a socio-political
text in which we finds a country’s tormenting and chaotic political-social upheavals. His collection of
thirteen insightful essays Fiji: Paradise in Pieces gives a deeper illumination of Indian life and its
values in Fiji during the turbulent era of 1987 coup. Nandan’s work on the whole provides a sense of
respect and empowerment in a society that denies the individual’s voice and exposes them to different
forces like race, ethnicity, personal betrayal and violence. Satendra Nandan's another conspicuous
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78-2008 is a valuable record of his diasporic
978 and 2008, mainly contains
f dislocation under colonialism,
s a significant role in

] 9
on The Lines: Selected Prose 1 »
el erience. It covers the period between 1

loUSnNEss and his FIJI exp

;in:;:,leoechcs’ essays and poems which rfeveals the pal_hos mjjd agr(:sr::)zoou S
In this book, I have tried to show that Diaspora and deP ?nc 5 Satendra Nandan, whose academic
the formation of a writer’s identity, life, career and_\m“n.g' o afthe socio-political changes, it is
career and literary achievement can be seen as an i.nd1spen51ble part o 8 A B
also a part of a generation that had to suffer 1mn.1ense prcfbler'ns ks reveals how the diasporic
colonialism. The critical study of his diasporic consciousness in 2 wofrui tool for the self-expression
sensibility or the trope of uprootedness can not only becomes 4 Yery&se : Nanda

in Fiji. In this sense, Nandan not only

but also becomes an exclusive analysis of the diasporic Spaces,

1 1 -an but also describes forgotten
. ' llage boy to a parliamentarian '
e e Satendra Nandan shows us that how their

o _sla di oric writers lik i - 3
jiasolie Grlives e Sy g S litical changes of the time. For a diasporic

life and literature are shaped and moulded by the s0ci0-po h writing. Along with
writer, thus it becomes necessary to recreate his own home, space throug &

Subramani and Raymond Pillai, he can be considered one of the pioneers of Indo-Fijian (cihasp'onc

literature. He has immensely contributed to the breaking down the shack?es of ort_hodoxy and racism.

He liberated and inspired the Indian community to €Xpress their agonies, l'ongmgs and I.OVC for‘a

country. His poetry reflects his restlessness as a sensitive man residing in rac1al. state. He w11‘1 remain

the champion who fought against the system for the cause of the Indians, their rep'resentatlons and
identity. He raises his vigorous voice against the tyrannies of racism and inequality. He make.s a
skillful use of satire in his poems and prose, which becomes a potent weapon to fight against
conservative political norms. The tone of hatred, resentment and anguish in his poems shows his deep
sense of betrayal and shock. In this way, he can be rightly considered as a strong and vehement
humanist and activist. He is a socially committed writer who tries to reestablish and reconstruct the
social, ethical, and moral values in society. He advocates the Gandhian principles of peace, equality,
freedom, and justice. He also believes in freedom of expression. He believes that one should express
elaborately the struggles and traumas of life, so that, the next generation can see the importance of
their sacrifice. Nandan openly challenges the socio-political disparities and racial demarcation of the
Indians. He also stresses the need of revising the constitutional frame work and restoring democratic
environment in Fiji. He strongly condemns and satirizes racial, communal or ethnic violence. He
spreads, through his literature, the principle of equality for the reestablishment of harmony, security,
and peace in the conflict-ridden society.
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